


Text: Matthew 28:18–20
“And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in 
earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” 
(Matthew 28:18–20)

INTRODUCTION
 
 
 

1. THE      OF MISSIONS (v. 18–20)

A.     upon Christ’s Authority
Quote: “The only alternative to the Great commission is disobedience.”

AN ASSURED AUTHORITY
“Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according 
to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of 
disobedience:” (Ephesians 2:2)

AN ACTIVE MANDATE

B.     in Christ’s Power
COMES BY HIS SPIRIT

“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you:  and ye shall 
be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

COMES FROM HIS WORD
“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12)

“That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the 
midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; 
16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have 
not run in vain, neither laboured in vain.” (Philippians 2:15–16)

“And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, 
declaring unto you the testimony of God. 2 For I determined not to know any thing 
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 3 And I was with you in weakness, 
and in fear, and in much trembling. 4 And my speech and my preaching was not 
with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power: 5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of 
God.” (1 Corinthians 2:1–5)
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NEW TESTAMENT MISSIONS 2. THE      OF MISSIONS (Acts 13)

“Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as 
Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, 
which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 As they ministered 
to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work whereunto I have called them. 3 And when they had fasted and prayed, and 
laid their hands on them, they sent them away.” (Acts 13:1–3)

A. Through An    
“But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in 
the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the 
truth.” (1 Timothy 3:15)
Quote: “If there be any one point in which the Christian church ought to keep its 
fervor at a white heat, it is concerning missions.  If there be anything about which 
we cannot tolerate lukewarmness, it is in the matter of sending the gospel to a dying 
world.”—C.H. Spurgeon

THEY WERE A MINISTERING CHURCH

THEY WERE A PRAYING CHURCH
“Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 7 And the peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6–7)

THEY WERE A SENDING CHURCH
“But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the 
things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, 
wellpleasing to God. 19 But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches 
in glory by Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:18–19)

B. With     
“And thence sailed to Antioch, from whence they had been recommended to the grace of 
God for the work which they fulfilled. 27 And when they were come, and had gathered 
the church together, they rehearsed all that God had done with them, and how he had 
opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles.” (Acts 14:26–27)

ACCOUNTABILITY IN MISSIONS

1. The Home Church Remains Strong
“And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: 
25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of 
some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the 
day approaching.” (Hebrews 10:24–25)

2. The Missionaries Give Reports
“Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the 
labourers are few; 38 Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he 
will send forth labourers into his harvest.” (Matthew 9:37–38)


