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Title: Graceful or Disgraceful Words

“My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater
condemnation. 2 For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not
in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body.
3 Behold, we put bits in the horses’ mouths, that they may obey us; and we
turn about their whole body. 4 Behold also the ships, which though they be
so great, and are driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a
very small helm, whithersoever the governor listeth. 5 Even so the tongue
is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how great a matter a
little fire kindleth! 6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the
tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on
fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell. 7 For every kind of beasts,
and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath
been tamed of mankind: 8 But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly
evil, full of deadly poison. 9 Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and
therewith curse we men, which are made after the similitude of God. 10 Out
of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these
things ought not so to be. 11 Doth a fountain send forth at the same place
sweet water and bitter? 12 Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries?
either a vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield salt water and fresh. 13 Who
is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of
a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom. 14 But if ye have
bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the
truth. 15 This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual,
devilish. 16 For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every
evil work. 17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable,
gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without
partiality, and without hypocrisy. 18 And the fruit of righteousness is sown
in peace of them that make peace.” (James 3:1-18)



INTRODUCTION

“O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out
of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.” (Matthew 12:34,)

“Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable
in thy sight, O LoRD, my strength, and my redeemer.” (Psalm 19:14)

1. A

A.

Member

The of Speech (vv.1-2)
“Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love
it shall eat the fruit thereof.” (Proverbs 18:21)

“How forcible are right words! but what doth your arguing
reprove?” (Job 6:25)

B. The of the Small (w. 3-5)
A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver.”
(Proverbs 25:11)
C. The of Sin (vv. 6-8)

2. A

A.

B.

A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth
that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his
heart bringeth _forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of
the heart his mouth speaketh.” (Luke 6:45)

Mouth

A Nonsensical (vv. 9-10)

A Natural (vv. 11-12)

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old
things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”
(2 Corinthians 5:17)



“T am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh
I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave
himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20)

“Neither yield ye your members as instruments of
unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as
those that are alive from the dead, and your members as
instruments of righteousness unto God.” (Romans 6:13)

3.A Mooring

A. A Hypocritical (vv. 13-14)

“For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou
shalt be condemned.” (Matthew 12:37)

B. A Hellish (v.15)

C. A Hindered (v. 16)

“If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his
tongue, but decetveth his own heart, this man’s religion is vain.”
(James 1:26)

4. A Mastery

“He that hath knowledge spareth his words: and a man of
understanding is of an excellent spirit.” (Proverbs 17:27)

“He that keepeth his mouth keepeth his life: but he that openeth wide
his lips shall have destruction.” (Proverbs 13:3)

“Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth his soul from
troubles.” (Proverbs 21:23)
A. Words That Are (v. 17a)

“Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me,
in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.” (2 Timothy 1:13)

“Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the

contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of
you.” (Titus 2:8)



“If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words,
even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which
is according to godliness; 4 He is proud, knowing nothing, but
doting about questions and strifes of words, whereqf cometh envy,
strife, railings, evil surmisings,” (1 Timothy 6:3-4,)

B. Words That Are (v. 17b)

“To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all
meekness unto all men.” (Titus 3:2)

An hypocrite with his mouth destroyeth his neighbour: but through
knowledge shall the just be delivered.” (Proverbs 11:9)

“How forcible are right words! but what doth your arguing reprove?”
(Job 6:25)

C. Words That Are (v. 17¢)
“Pleasant words are as an honeycomb, sweet to the soul, and health
to the bones.” (Proverbs 16:24.)

“The words of a wise man’s mouth are gracious; but the lips of a_fool
will swallow up himself” (Ecclesiastes 10:12)

D. Words That Are (v. 17d)

“Who s a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth
by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth
not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy.” (Micah 7:18)

E. Words That Are (v. 17¢)

“Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye
may know how ye ought to answer every man.” (Colossians 4:6)

F. Words That Are Not (v. 176)

“Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave
to that which is good.” (Romans 12:9)

CONCLUSION
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